
NT 2247 CONTEXTUAL READING OF LUKE

Semester : Fall 2006    Instructor: Jean-François Racine
Day: Monday and Thursday   Telephone: (510) 549-5030
Time: 11:10 – 12:30    Email: jracine@jstb.edu
Place: JSTB 217    

1. OBJECTIVES
  To become familiar with the gospel according to Luke and some major interpretations of that 

gospel
  To correlate the gospel according to Luke with the readers’ contextual settings
  To evaluate the relevance of a broad range of interpretations of Luke for contextual 

intepretations. 

2. COURSE FORMAT
  Round table
  Seminar
  Lecture

The class will make an extensive use of Blackboard
Each week, we will study a theme and a passage from Luke.
The Thursday meetings will be devoted to the study of the theme and to the description of a 
context. Participants will take turn in setting and describing a context of interpretation.
The Tuesday meetings will be devoted to discuss of the merits of a sample of interpretations in 
order to address the context described the week before.

4. CONTENTS see Calendar

3. EVALUATION
  Weekly Assignments   50%
  Participation, including leading round tables 50%

SCALE OF GRADES JSTB
A (and A+)  4.0
A-   3.7
B+   3.3
B   3.0
_____________________
B-   2.7
C+   2.3
C   2.0
C-   1.7
Adapted from the JTSB Catalog 2005-2007,  p. 10

NT2247  Racine

  



4. CALENDAR

September 7 Introduction: Contextual study and some issues of reading Luke
   Readings: Patte  7-32; Bartholomew et al. 55-78

September 11 Purpose of Luke-Acts
   First Round Table: Mary’s visit to Elisabeth; Luke 1:39–45
   Readings: Bartholomew et al. 79-124
September 14 Second Round Table: Mary’s visit to Elisabeth; Luke 1:39–45
   Readings: Brown 330-355; Swanson 71-74; Bede1

September 18 The good news for all the people
   First Round Table: The Shepherds and the Angels; Luke 2:8–21
   Readings: Horsley
September 21 Second Round Table: The Shepherds and the Angels; Luke 2:8–21
   Readings: Brown 420-433; Gergolet; Origen; Ephrem the Syrian

September 25 Eschatological language in Luke
   First Round Table: The preaching of John the Baptist; Luke 3:1–18
   Readings: Bartholomew et al., 157-177
September 28 Second Round Table: The preaching of John the Baptist; Luke 3:1–18
   Readings: Bovon 117-127; Johnson 63-68; Wink 42-58; Ambrose

October 2  Luke and the Spirit
   First Round Table: The Temptation of Jesus; Luke 4:1–13
   Readings: Bartholomew et al, 267-293
October 5  Second Round Table: The Temptation of Jesus; Luke 4:1–13
   Readings: Swanson 112-119; Green 190-196; Hester; Fuliga

October 9  Reading a Mission in Luke
   First Round Table: At the synagogue of Nazareth; Luke 4:16–30
   Readings: Bartholomew et al, 229-264  
October 12  Second Round Table: At the synagogue of Nazareth; Luke 4:16–30
   Readings: Schweizer 84-96; Nolland 188-203; Matthey; Schubert; Prior; 

Garlatti

October 16  Representations of Luke in visual arts
   First Round Table: The calling of the first disciples; Luke 5:1–11
   Readings: Bartholomew et al, 416-436
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1Readings in italics are from Church Fathers and can be found in the file NT2247_Patristics_Luke 
posted on Blackboard.



October 19  Second Round Table: The calling of the first disciples; Luke 5:1–11
   Readings: Gillman 51-54; Maximus of Turin; Raphael’s painting; Fitzmyer 

559-570; Berquist; Solo Community

October 23  Reading week
October 27  Reading week

October 30  Prayer in Luke
   First Round Table: Peter’s declaration about Jesus; Luke 9:18–24
   Readings: Bartholomew et al, 327-375
November 2 Second Round Table: Peter’s declaration about Jesus; Luke 9:18–24
   Readings: Neyrey 67-93; Bovon 361-368; Miller; Ambrose; Cyril of 

Alexandria

November 6 Women in Luke
   First Round Table: Jesus visits Mary and Martha; Luke 10:38–42
   Readings: Karris
November 9 Second Round Table: Jesus visits Mary and Martha; Luke 10:38–42
   Readings: Alexander, Carter, Koperski, Thimmes

November 13 Money and Possessions in Luke
   First Round Table: The parables of the prodigal son; Luke 15:11–32 

(among the parables of the lost and found, 15:1–32)
   Readings: Bartholomew et al, 178-209
November 16 AAR/SBL
November 20 AAR/SBL
November 23 Thanksgiving
November 27 Second Round Table: The parables of the prodigal son; Luke 15:11–32
   Readings: Malina & Rohrbraugh 290-291; Nolland 777-791; Neuner; Sahi; 

Milne

November 30 The Death of Jesus
   First Round Table: The crucifixion of Jesus; Luke 23:26–49
   Readings: Carroll & Green
December 4 Second Round Table: The crucifixion of Jesus; Luke 23:26–49
   Readings: Jordan 84-85; Fitzmyer 1493-1523; Carroll

December 7 The Journey Motif in Luke
   First Round Table: The walk to Emmaus; Luke 24:13–35
   Readings: Bartholomew et al, 327-349
December 11 Second Round Table: The walk to Emmaus; Luke 24:13–35
   Readings: Gillman 206-212; Green 840-851; Maxey; Polaski; Marsh; 

Keller; Overoorde
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December 14 Ethics of Biblical Interpretation
   Readings: Patte
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